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The Leaving Gifts That Don’t Keep on Giving  

The UK’s Best And Worst Leaving Gifts Revealed 
 

● Worst leaving gifts include an envelope containing five Smarties, a single bottle of 
beer, a tea bag and a butt plug 

● Best leaving gifts include iPhone 8, a wedding dress, flying lessons and a vibrator 
● 1 in 5 think their leaving gifts are a let down and 2 out of 3 workers (65%) admitted that 

people in their company often opt-out of contributing to leaving gifts altogether 
● Leeds, Cardiff and Oxford are the UK’s stingiest cities, putting only £7.40 towards their 

colleague’s leaving gifts 
 
LONDON, XX January 2018: With January being the most popular month for people to hand in their 
notice, new research reveals some of the best and worst leaving gifts people have ever received, and 
which cities are home to the stingiest leaving gift-givers. 
 
Research conducted by group payment and personal fundraising platform, Leetchi.com has found that 
disappointing leaving gifts are more widespread than we think. With the average amount of money 
people spending on leaving gifts being £11, it’s no wonder that UK workers found their send-off 
presents so unappealing.  
 
The survey revealed that a ex-employees in the UK have been gifted an envelope containing five 
Smarties, a single bottle of beer, a tea bag and a butt plug. On the flipside, the luckier of the 
ex-employees have been given gifts ranging from £1,000 in cash to an iPhone 8 and a wedding dress. 
Some of the best and worst leaving gifts that people in the UK have been given include:  
 
Worst leaving gifts 

1. Butt plug 
2. Envelope containing five Smarties 
3. Garden spade  
4. Single bottle of beer 
5. Non-working calculator 
6. Sports Direct mug 
7. Single Tea bag 
8. Nothing 
9. Can of Irn Bru 
10. Five jars of jam 
11. Socks 
12. Joke book 
13. Feather duster  
14. Rubber duck 
15. Sewing kit 
16. Tissues 
17. Nail clippers 
18. Ironing board 
19. Pack of crackers 
20. Alarm clock 

 
Best leaving gifts 

1. iPhone 8 
2. Vibrator 
3. A cat 
4. Sailing trip 
5. Rare bottle of whisky 
6. Wedding dress  
7. Hamper of new baby goodies 
8. Trip to Paris to see Pink Floyd 
9. £1,000 cash 
10. Album of work photos and mementoes 
11. Crystal decanter and whisky glasses 
12. Pandora charm 
13. Espresso machine 
14. Engraved lighter 
15. Flying lessons 
16. Barrel of Stella 
17. Giant cookie 
18. Michael Kors watch 
19. Pearl necklace 
20. Juggling clubs 

http://www.hrmagazine.co.uk/article-details/january-the-most-popular-month-for-job-changes
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Based on the less-than-compelling list of leaving gifts, it’s no surprise that one in five people felt that 
their leaving gifts were a let down, and almost two out of three workers (65%) admitted that people in 
their company often opt-out of contributing to leaving gifts altogether.  
 
The Stingiest Age Groups: Age appears to have a direct correlation with how stingy people are 
when it comes to leaving gifts. Despite having less disposable income, those aged 18-24 proved to be 
the age group that spends the most, however, if they are unable to donate then it was most likely to 
be because of financial problems.  
 
Older generations spend the least, with over 65s splashing out on a mere £5.10 and were more likely 
to opt out because they don’t like the person they are buying a leaving gift for.  
 
The Stingiest Cities: Big spenders in the Capital donate £14.40 each, but were ranked in second 
place when it comes to leaving gift disappointment as over a quarter (27%) admitted they didn’t like 
their presents from their colleagues. Birmingham at £14.50 and Cambridge at £12.30 were the second 
and third biggest leaving gift spenders.  
 
Leeds, Cardiff and Oxford are home to the stingiest gift-givers, donating only £7.40 per person. 
People in Oxford were also the most likely to admit the reason why they didn’t contribute to leaving 
gifts is because they dislike the person they are buying it for (47%). In second place was Nottingham 
at 44%, followed by Sheffield at 40%.  
 
Companies in Oxford have been found to be the UK’s most frugal city with almost three-quarters of 
people (74%) agreeing that colleagues choose not to donate to people’s leaving gifts, followed by 
Manchester with two-thirds (69%) and Newcastle upon Tyne (68%). 
 
The Top 10 Stingiest cities: 

Rank City Av. amount £ spent 
per leaving gift 

1 Leeds, Cardiff & Oxford £7.40 

2 Leicester £7.90 

3 Plymouth £8.50 

4 Newcastle upon Tyne £9.00 

5 Brighton £9.50 

6 Bristol £9.60 

7 Sheffield £9.70 

8 Liverpool £10.80 

9 Nottingham £11.00 

10 Glasgow £11.30 

 



Lacklustre Leaving Parties: When quizzed on how much companies in the UK spend on people’s 
leaving dos, the average employer only chips in £84 for drinks, food and dancing.  
 
When broken down by city, companies based in London were seen to fork out the most, spending 
£112.90. Companies in Nottingham spent a mere £43.90.  
 
 
 
Céline Lazorthes, CEO and founder of the Leetchi.com, commented on the findings: 
 
“Leaving gifts and parties should serve as a thank you to your colleague for all their hard work, so it’s 
surprising to see how off-the-mark some of the UK’s leaving gifts really are.” 
 
“Over a third of people said that they couldn’t afford to spend money on leaving gifts and 17% 
admitted that they felt awkward when the person collecting donations for leaving gifts asks them for 
money. This reveals why it’s so important to provide people with a discreet way of donating money, so 
they can avoid those uncomfortable money moments and donate as much, or a little as they want. 
 
“Even small donations add up, co-workers can pool together and buy bigger and more meaningful 
gifts to avoid disappointment and ultimately, show their co-workers how much they care. Leetchi.com 
is providing an easy way to do just that. Money Pots take the financial stress away so you can give 
gifts that people love, without compromise.” 
 

-ENDS- 
 
 
Notes to editors 
About The Research: Survey of 2,066 respondents conducted by GingerComms on behalf of 
Leetchi.com 
 
About Leetchi.com:  
Leetchi.com is the leading European group payment and personal fundraising platform. It proposes a 
fast, easy and secure way for people to raise and collect money online via personalised money pots. 
From supporting good causes, to financing personal and community projects, to organising group gifts 
and events, Leetchi.com helps bring ideas to life!  
 
Today, Leetchi.com has more than 10 million users in 150 countries. 
 

- Notes to editors -  
 

City Av. amount £ spent per leaving gift 

London £14.50 

Birmingham £12.60 

Cambridge £12.30 

Norwich £11.90 

Belfast £11.80 

https://twitter.com/celinelz?lang=en
http://www.gingercomms.com/
https://www.leetchi.com/en
https://www.leetchi.com/en
https://www.leetchi.com/en


Manchester £11.70 

Edinburgh £11.70 

Glasgow £11.30 

Nottingham £11.00 

Liverpool £10.80 

Sheffield £9.70 

Bristol £9.60 

Brighton £9.50 

Newcastle upon Tyne £9.00 

Plymouth £8.50 

Leicester £7.90 

Oxford £7.40 

Cardiff £7.40 

Leeds £7.40 

 


